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The artist Hassan Al Mulla always tried to explore the value of art and
the interior beauty of the surrounding environment because he feels that our
view of nature as something effective, emotive and inspiring.

Actually nature is the other face of art for art is a human activity filled
with beauty and emotion. We cannot but confess that nature contains the
beauty as well as ugliness and that there is a hidden truth exposed by the
exterior look.

In side his pictures there is the predominance of the thought of (place)
especially in his early works. We can see him trying to explore the value
inside the environment; he paints the old houses, the sea, the fishermen and
their boats and the other things that touch his heart.

However in the latest years we see the human beings coming first in
most of his paintings; men and women, the young and the old. Houses

appear very far in the background of the picture.

The main characters of his pictures seem to be alone and anxious with

their eyes looking at the far horizon where the silence and nothingness.

Overall we can say that Al Mulla makes a king of relation between his
characters and the surrounding environment either in view of the
appearance or the special expression over the faces. This expression
exposes the happiness as well as sadness of those people who always face

fortune and misfortunes and hide many secrets inside.



WOMAN AND ILLUSSION

The first and most important element inside Al Mulla; pieces of art is
woman as a serious thought. She always touches the imagination of the
creator and makes him keep seeking her hidden shadow.

The artist Al MUIla did not present woman as something meaningless.
He did not see her as a material thing but as a mysterious thought everyone
is eagle to explore her secrets and touch her charm.

In his paintings woman is a spot of light and colour. She is a
significant and charming figure. We feel that he belives in woman as a
cultural symbol showing the whole attributes of precious land, the colour of
desert and sand and the features of those truly good-hearted people. We can
mention her some painting like (a woman pouring out coffee) and (a

woman embracing her children).

His women sometimes look like the high palm trees full of life and
fertility as in (a woman from south of Lebanon); this woman seems holding
a gun in one hand and her baby in the other one.

Through art he always explanis his view that woman is the generous
and fertile land.

MAN AND PLACE

“Beauty needs no explanation; it is one of the great truths in the world.
It is like the sunrise and the reflected moonlight over the dark surface of
water”’. That is a very eloquent speech of Oscar Wild.
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That 1s what Hassan Al Mulla was trying to do all the time during his
long creative life. He tried to go beyond the visible reality to reach the
value existing beyond the unknown and which was most likely a human

thing we can observe in all his works of art and through every single touch
of his brush.

The artist Al Mulla practices art very simply without being pedantic or
worried about some ideology. He follows a very specific course, which is
used only by poets and short story writers, when he tries to catch the real
moment and describe the warm feelings inside it. His eyes are able to
observe the truest things around us and his brush can describe all the
details.

Inside his paintings there is the suffering of fishermen and pearl divers
that keep seeking the livelihood day by day without stopping or feeling
desperate. In these pictures the blue prevails in most of the canvas area; it is

either the sea or the sky.

There are also women who gather to talk and complain about the
unfair authority that hides them behind a solid wall of customs and
traditions. There are children playing their simple games joyfully and they

seem to have the whole planet.

Hassan Al Mulla is very interested in the national issues especially the
Palestinian tragedy. In one of his painting he presented to view the most
horrible moment when Mohammad Al Dorrah was dying in front of his
father, who was trying to save his son’s life, but death and terror were

stronger and faster than him.

The artist still feels pain; he immerses his brush in our tears and
colouring the silence with our blood to make us always remember that we

are still existing.



REALISM STAGE

In this stage he was interested in light and colour analysis when he
showed reality and everyday scenes like in (Fishermen) and his

distinguished painting (NO).

EXPRESSIONISM AND SYMBOKLISM STAGE

The flow of emotion was seen obviously on the canvas and there was
simplification of structure as well as stretching of the figures especially
women as in (History), (Starting off) and (Peace pigeon).

CONTEMPORARY ARTISTIC DIRECTIONS

In this stage Hassan Al Mulla experienced different styles and used a
lot of materials and techniques like abstraction and simplification. He
shared wven the latest Qatar Pop show which was noticeably successful
and through which Al Mulla delt with after freshness arts.

ART AND PAIN

Without pain creation cannot be achieved or improved and the real
creator 1s the one who keep suffering and sharing people their pain. Chagal
expressed this philosophy when he said “my paintings are the cause of my
life and existing and that is the whole thing”.
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the chairman of Qatar Fine Arts Society. He was also the chairman of the
society administration from time to time since 1988. All that reflected the
trust that the artist felt towards the artist Al Mulla.

During that period he encouraged the qatari talents and worked for
confirming the position of art in Qatar on the Arab and international artistic
circles through the art shows which had been set in exchange with most
countries of the world. He wanted the qatari society to be acquainted with
different cultures and different artistic experiments.

COLOUR AND FORM

Once in an interview he said, “I do not follow a specific artistic style.
The subject itself determines both the style and the painting materials”. His
works are therefore very interesting and varied in regard to the materials
(he uses acrylic, pastels and some other paints) and to the artistic style,

which can be belonging to impressionism, expressionism or symbolism.

Recently he follows his own style which can be called negative
painting; that is to paint the surrounding space of the figure not the figure
itself and then edge it with colours so it emerges from the shade. He had
painted a lot of his works this way like (PILGRIMAGE) and (A CHILD
MARTYR).

In regard to the colour we can notice the predominance of brown and
blue in the colour scheme but lately he tends to use black and white; the
white to form shapes and figures and the black to edge the figures and
shade the areas. The dramatic effect is therefore more impressive because
of the contrast and contradiction between black and white either in art or in

our own lives.



THE THREE FRIENDS GROUP

With his friends Yousef Ahmad and Mohammad Ali, Al Mulla formed
this group in the latest seventieth. It was on of the first fine arts groups that
had been formed in Qatar. It was based on a principal that the artist should
not wait for people to come to watch your works in the show hall, he
should seek the spectator anywhere. The aim was to achieve a specific
changeover in the form of the relation between spectator and art and to
break up that imaginary wall between the public and the work of art.

THE FRIENDS OF FINE ARTS GROUP

It was on of the early dreams of all the artists in the Gulf countries.
They wanted to gather like on group whose goal was to express their ideas
and ambition. They happened to meet on the occasion of Abdel Rassoul
Salman;s exhibition in Doha.

Al Mulla with most of the artists shared putting the main planes of
their work. Very soon a lot of artist from all the Gulf countries joined the
group. Later, many successful exhibitions were held in the whole Gulf
states and in most of the Arab and European countries.

Though it set a good example of a very successful experiment the
group stopped their activities without understood reasons.

QATAR FINE ARTS SOCIETY

The most important stage of his artistic career was when he became
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THE BIGINING OF THE DREAM

Hassan Al Mulla was born in 1951 in one of the old quarters in Doha
where the unlimited horizon seemed extended from the blue sea to the
golden sand and the palm trees broke the earth and stood as if they were
looking at the clear sky.

The little boy was brought up to admire the value of beauty which
God creates and shows out of the virgin nature; there were trees, rain and
stones. His first drawings were done on the walls of his old house; he drew
trees, flowers and birds and got the admiration of his friends and relatives.
They realized how much the boy had something different in comparison

with his age group.

in 1975 he graduated from the Academy of Fine Arts in different
styles and got extensive knowledge of both local and international artistic
directions and schools. So he got very conscious of the meaning around
him. He achieved a considerable level of cultural knowledge being

acquainted with the deep-rooted civilization of Babel.

Babel has great remains of the marvelous artistic skill of those people

who had been existing in times past.

THE PIONEER ARTIST

Hassan Al Mulla is considered on of the pioneer artists of the Qatari
artistic movement. We can say he is a pioneer of the artistic movement in
the Gulf. The start was in the beginning of the seventieth when Youssef

Ahmad and Jassem Zeni were considerable names of the period.



You can see your face in the mirror
And .. you soul 1n Art
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Hassan Al Mulla

The Memory of Man and Place

Khalid Al Bagdadi
Master of artistic criticism

The English text
Samar Al Hussien








